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show that the murder of the Archduke was planned on
Serbian territory. If Austrian demands in Serbia are kept
within reasonable limits, and if Austria can produce justifi-
cation for making them, I hope every attempt will be made
to prevent any breach of the peace. It would be very de-
sirable that Austria and Russia should discuss things
together if they become difficult. You can speak in this
sense if occasion seems to require it.27
A couple of days later Sir Edward Grey set forth his
idea for "direct conversations" more fully to the Russian
Ambassador in London, who evidently did not relish it,
and to Buchanan:
I spoke to Count Benckendorff to-day of the apprehen-
sion felt about Austria and Serbia. ... I said it was very
desirable that the Russian Government should communicate
directly with the Austrian Government. . . . Count Benck-
endorff spoke of the difficulty of making a friendly commu-
nication in Vienna; at present there was nothing to go on.
I said I had been thinking what might be done if I were
in M. Sazonov's place. It might be possible for M. Sazonov
to send for the Austrian Ambassador in St. Petersburg; to
refer to the statements in the press that Austria was, going
to make some demand on Serbia; to emphasize the strength
of pro-Serb feeling in Russia, and how strong and irresistible
this feeling might become if there was a crisis; and then
to ask the Austrian Government to take Russia into their
confidence by telling them exactly the extent and nature
of their grievance against Serbia, and what they felt it
necessary to ask. It might be then possible for the Russian
Government to get the Austrian demand kept within rea-
sonable limits.
I also said that I had told Mr. des Graz, who was pro-
ceeding to Belgrade at the end of this week as our Minister
there, that it was not our business to take violent sides in
this matter, and that what he could say in Belgrade must
depend on what case the Austrians presented. If they
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